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myself is just as real as I am, and what is more,
can be and is apprehended by myself.
That  is,   like  all   true  philosophy,   common
sense.   Your plain man, who is made in the
image of God and who, so long as his reason
and conscience are not warped, is on the right
lines,  has  no  patience with any denial  of it.
The whole of human society takes it for granted
and  must  take  it  for  granted.   The  witness
in a Court of Justice, the man conducting his
own affairs, the simplest activities of daily life,
takes for granted as absolutely certain, not only
the external universe in which we live, but our
own power of apprehending it.   Descartes re-
turned to the very extreme of the old Greek
scepticism,   and   said,   " No,   we   must   begin
with the prime certitude of our own existence;
from which,  no  doubt,  we can  proceed to a
second certitude that the external world exists.
But we must not take it as a primal postulate,"
Therefore, it is from Descartes that the whole
stream of modern scepticism flows.   He built
up a system carefully and accurately from so
exiguous a beginning; it was like building a
pyramid upside down, balanced upon a point,
yet that system was stable and indeed on all
its main lines it has stood for 300 years.    It
included the idea which most men still have